[Bacterial contamination: should it be detected or inactivated?].
The main cause of adverse events secondary to the transfusion of platelet concentrates (PC) is due to bacterial contamination. The detection of bacteria in PC is not associated with a beneficial effect in terms of prevention of fatal septic events. Inactivation of pathogen in PC using photochemical techniques is targeted not only to bacteria but also to a wide spectrum of viruses, spirochetes, parasites and leukocytes. Pathogen inactivation is a pro-active method which anticipates the contamination of the blood pool by emerging pathogens.